[&

Information Resources Center
ULS. Embassy, Bogora D.C., Colombia

D uring the whole year and all over the world, there
are lots of special dates to commemorate Soeme-
thing in particular. Maybe, one of the most important
for the American Culture is the one celebrated every
fourth Thursday in November, Thanksgiving Day.

Thanksgiving Day is the time to gather with family to
enjoy a traditional meal and to thank for all the bless-
ings they have received. Even people located far away,
travel long distances to meet their families and share
the traditional menu on that day:

MENU
e Roast Turkey stuffed with herb-flavored bread

e Cranberry sauce or jelly
o White mashed potatoes with gravy or sweet

THANKSGIVING DAY
November 27, 2008

potataes
e Corn
e Pumpkin pie
e Mincemeat pie

This American holiday took place about four hundred
(400) years ago, when the ship named the “Mayflower,”
came with a group of pilgrims from England with the
purpose of establishing new British Colonies in the New
World. At first, it was really difficult because most of
them came_ from small towns and they were not skilled
hunters or didn’t have idea about living in the wilder-
ness.

Many pilgrims died and they all would have perished if
they hadn’t been helped by the natives, the Wam-
panoag Indians, in 1621. This tribe taught them how to
grow corn, how to fish and how to hunt.

In 1621, after a hard and devastating first year in the
New World, the Pilgrim's fall harvest was very success-
ful and plentiful. There was corn, fruits, vegetables,
along with fish which was packed in salt, and meat that
was smoke cured over fires. They found they had
enough food to put away for the winter.

By the end of 1621, the pilgrims had already learned
howto:survive in this new home and prepared a feast
to give thanks, they invited the Wampanoag Indians
who brought turkeys for the celebrations and along
with the other food they both had a special celebration
they called Thanksgiving‘Day.

The Pilgrims had beaten the odds: They built homes in
the wilderness, they raised-enough crops to keep them
alive during the long coming winter, and they were at
peace with their Indian neighbors. Their Governor, Wil-
liam Bradford, proclaimed a day of thanksgiving that
was to be shared by all the colonists and the neighbor-
ing Native American Indians.
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The custom of an annually celebrated thanksgiving, held
after the harvest, continued through the years. During
the American Revolution (late 1770's) a day of national
thanksgiving was suggested by the Continental Con-
gress.

In 1817, New York State adopted Thanksgiving Day as
an annual custom. By the middle of the 19th century
many other states also celebrated a Thanksgiving Day.
In 1863 President Abi m Lincoln appointed a national
day of thanksgiving. Since.then each president has is-
sued a Thanksgiving Day proclamation, usually designat-
ing the fourth Thursday of each November as the holi-
day.

Go to page 4 to see the Congressional issued proclama-
tion on October 11, 1782.

Consider the message behind the first presiden-
tial Thanksgiving proclamation. In 1789,

PROCLAMATION
By President George Washington

“Now therefore | do recommend and assign Thurs-
day the 26th day of November next to be devoted
by the People of these States to the service of that
great and glorious Being, who is the beneficent Au-
thor of all the good that was, that is, or that will
be—That we may then all unite in rendering unto
Him our sincere and humble thanks—for His kind
care and protection of the People of this Country . .

. for the signal and manifold mercies, and the favor-
able interpositions of his Providence which we ex-
perienced in the tranquility, union, and plenty,
which we have since enjoyed . . . and also that we
may then unite in most humbly offering our prayers
and.supplications to the great Lord and Ruler of Na-
tions ‘and-beseech him to pardon our national and
other transgressions . . . . To promote the knowl-
edge and practice oftrue religion and virtue, and
the increase of science ‘among them and us—and
generally to grant unto all Mankind such a degree
of temporal prosperity as he alone knows to:be
best.”

thesituationist.wordpress.com/2007/11/21/

How the world thanked

Throughout history mankind has celebrated the bounti-
ful harvest with thanksgiving ceremonies.

Before the establishment of formal religions many an-
cient farmers believed that their crops contained spirits
which caused the crops to grow and die. Many believed
that these spirits would be released when the crops
were harvested and they had to be destroyed or they
would take revenge on the farmers who harvested
them. Some of the harvest festivals celebrated the de-
feat of these spirits.

Harvest festivals and thanksgiving celebrations were
held by the ancient Greeks, the Romans, the Hebrews,
the:Chinese, and the Egyptians.

The Greeks

The ancient Greeks worshipped many gods and god-
desses. Their goddess of corn (actually all grains) was
Demeter who was honored at the festival of Thesmos-




phoria held each autumn.

On the first day of the festival, married, women
(possibility connecting childbearing and the raising. of
crops) would build leafy shelters and furnish them with
couches made with plants. On the second day, they
fasted. On the third day, a feast was held and offerings
to the goddess Demeter were made - gifts of seed corn,
cakes, fruit, and pigs. It was hoped that Demeter's grati-
tude would grant them a good harvest.

The Romans

The Romans
also celebrated
a harvest festi-
val called Cere-
lia, which hon-
ored Ceres their
goddess of corn
(from which the
word cereal
comes). The
festival was
held each year on October 4th and offerings of the first
fruits of the harvest and pigs were offered to Ceres.
Their celebration included music, parades, games and
sports and a thanksgiving feast.

The Chinese

The ancient Chinese celebrated their harvest festival,
Chung Ch'ui, with the full moon that fell on the 15th
day of the 8th month. This day was considered the
birthday of the moon and special "moon cakes", round
and yellow like the moon, would be baked. Each cake
was stamped with the picture of a rabbit - as it was a
rabbit, not a man, which the Chinese saw on the face of
the moon.

The families ate a thanksgiving meal and feasted on
roasted pig, harvested fruits, and the "moon cakes. It
was believed that during the 3 day festival flowers
would fall from the moon and those who saw them
would be rewarded with good fortune.

According to legend, Chung Ch'ui also gave thanks for
another special occasion. China had been conquered by
enemy armies who took control of the Chinese homes
and food. The Chinese found themselves homeless and
with no food. Many staved. In order to free themselves
they.decided to attack the invaders.

The women baked special moon cakes which were dis-
tributed to every family. In each cake was a secret mes-
sage which contained the time for the attack. When the
time came the invaders were surprised and easily de-
feated. Every year moon cakes are eaten:in. memory of
this victory.

The Hebrews

Jewish families also celebrate a harvest festival called
Sukkoth. Taking place each autumn, Sukkoth has been
celebrated for over 3000 years.

Sukkoth is know by 2 names - Hag ha Succot - the Feast
of the Tabernacles and Hag ha Asif - the Feast of In-
gathering. Sukkoth begins on the 15th day of the He-
brew month of Tishri, 5 days after Yom Kippur the most
solemn day of the Jewish year.

Sukkoth is:-named for the huts (succots) that Moses and
the Israelites lived in as they wandered the desert for
40 years before they reached the Promised Land. These
huts were made of branches and were easy to assem-
ble, take apart; and carry as. the Israelites wandered
through.the desert.

When celebrating Sukkoth, which lasts for 8 days, the
Jewish people build small huts of branches whi¢h.recall
the tabernacles of their ancestors. These huts are con-
structed as temporary shelters, as the branches are not
driven into the ground and the roof is covered with foli-
age which is spaced to let the light in. Inside the huts
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hang fruits and vegetables, including apples, grapes, bration.

corn, and pomegranates. On the first 2 nights of.Suk-

koth, the families eat their meals in the huts under the When the Egyptian farmers harvested their corn, they

evening sky. wept and pretended to be grief-stricken. This was to
deceive the spirit which they believed lived in the corn.

The Egyptians They feared the.spirit would become angry when the

farmers cut down'the:corn where it lived.

Canada

The ancient Egyptians celebrated their harvest festival
in honor of Min, their god of vegetation and fertility.
The festival was held in the springtime, the Egyptian's
harvest season:
Thanksgiving in Canada is celebrated on the second
The festival of Min featured a parade in which the Phar- Monday in October. Observance of the day began in
aoh took part. After the parade, a great feast was held. 1879.

Musig; dancing, and sports were also part of the cele- http://www.holidays.net/thanksgiving/

"N Information Resources Center
e U.SS. Embassy, Bogota D.C., Colombia




