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International Education Week is an opportunity to cele-
brate the benefits of international education and ex-
change worldwide. This joint initiative of the U.S. Depart-
ment of State and the U.S. Department of Education is part
of our efforts to promote programs that prepare Americans
for a global environment and attract future leaders from
abroad to study, learn, and exchange experiences in the
United States.

We encourage the participation of all individuals and institu-
tions interested in international education and exchange
activities, including schools, colleges and universities, em-
bassies, international organizations, businesses, associa-
tions, and community organizations.

Celebrated for its first time in 2000 by initiative of the US
Department of State and the Department of Education, In-
ternational Education Week emphasizes the importance of
increasing student knowledge and awareness of the world’s
cultures, peoples and languages, and affirms the critical role
that international education and exchange programs play in
fostering world peace.
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INTERNATIONAL EDUCATION WEEK

Statement on International Education Week 2008
Secretary of Education Margaret Spellings
November 17-21, 2008

Welcome to the ninth annual International Education Week,
November 17-21, 2008, a joint initiative of the U.S. Depart-
ments of Education and State. This year's theme, Interna-
tional Education: Fostering Global Responsibility and Leader-
ship, recognize that to meet the challenges of our global
world, all nations must work to develop future leaders who
possess an open-minded, comprehensive worldview.

International education is at the ‘very heart of cultivating
this leadership. Exchange programs broaden students' per-
spectives by giving them the opportunity to make new
friends, learn or perfect foreign languages, and adapt to
unfamiliar cultures. Every American studying abroad be-
comes an ambassador for our freedom and democratic ide-
als. Every foreign student studying in the U.S. brings new
scholarship and perspectives that expand and strengthen
our democracy.

To encourage student exchange, | have been partnering
with the State Department to lead historic delegations of
university presidents abroad. In 2006, we visited China, Ko-
rea, Japan, and India; and last year, we visited Russia, Chile,
and Brazil. In each country, we encouraged students to take
advantage of the creativity and diversity of American higher
education, its focus on critical thinking, and its unparalleled
access to world-class research. | have also enjoyed meeting
many groups of foreign students studying here who confirm
these strengths and praise our open and inviting culture. |
am pleased that these delegations have already sparked
more innovative cross-cultural partnerships in critical areas
like language, energy, global health, engineering, and the
geosciences.

International Education Week 2008 is a time to celebrate
our efforts to prepare students for success in the global
community and the promise of student exchange in training
the next generation of leaders. | urge all Americans to learn
more about the world beyond our borders, and | encourage
students to experience other cultures firsthand.
http://www.ed.gov/about/inits/ed/internationaled/
iew2008-spellings.html
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Web Pages related to Education

U.S. Department of Education

http://www.ed.gov

U.S. Department of State International Information Programs
- Education
http://amlife.america.gov/amlife/education/index.html

U.S. Department of Education — No Child Left Behind
http://www.ed.gov/nclb/landing.html

The Center for Education Reform

http://www.edreform.com

Character Education and Civic Engagement Technical Assis-
tance

Council for Advancement and Support of Education
http://www.case.org

Teaching Center - EPA
http://www.epa.gov/teachers

The Cooperative State Research, Education, and Extension
Service - USDA

http://www.csrees.usda.gov

Institute for Educational Leadership
http://www.iel.org

National Center for Education Information
http://www.ncei.com

American Educational Research Association
http://www.aera.net

American Council on Education
http://www.acenet.edu

Association for Childhood Education International
http://www.acei.org

America’s Promise — The Alliance for Youth
http://www.americaspromise.org

Health Initiatives for Youth
http://www.hify.org/index.html

National Organizations for Youth Safety
http://www.noys.org

National Youth Anti-Drug Media Campaign — ONDCP
http://www.mediacampaign.org

National Youth Violence Prevention Resource Center - ONDCP
http://www.safeyouth.org

National Association of Students Against Violence Everywhere
http://www.nationalsave.org

President’s Council on Physical Fitness and Sports
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http://www.fitness.gov

U.S. Department of Health & Human Services
Office of Adolescent Pregnancy Programs
http://opa.osophs.dhhs.gov/titlexx/oapp.html
U.S. National Institute of Child Health and Human Develop-
ment

http://www.nichd.nih.gov

Teen Advice Online

http://www.teenadvice.org

Para los Nifios

http://www.paralosninos.org

National Society for Experiential Education
http://www:nsee.org

National Association for Bilingual Education
http://www.nabe.org.

Teachers of English to Speakers of Other Languages
http://www.tesol.org

Reading is Fundamental

http://www.rif.org

The American Association for Adult and Continuing Education
http://www.aaace.org

The Distance Education and Training Council
http://www.detc.org

ERIC — Education Resources Information Center
http://www.eric.ed.gov

Institute for Urban and Minority Education
http://iume.tc.columbia.edu

Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars
http://www.wilsoncenter.org

Learning Page of the Library of Congress
http://lcweb2.loc.gov/learn

FirstGov for Kids

http://www.kids.gov

Department of the Interior Kids Page
http://www.doi.gov/kids

USDA for Kids.Gov

http://www.nal.usda.gov/kids

Private School Database

National Center for Education Statistics
http://nces.ed.gov/surveys/pss/privateschoolsearch

Public School Database - National Center for Education Sta-
tistics




